Coastal defences
The coastline can be protected either by hard or soft engineering.
It is often extremely expensive to build defences and they can often need replacing on a regular basis. They may also increase the rate of erosion elsewhere.
Decisions are made between defending the coastline or letting nature to take its course.
Hard
wooden groynes: reduces the force of waves and can trap material being moved along the beach by longshore drift. They help to widen beaches and protect cliffs.
Concrete sea walls: may be curved at the top to divert the force of waves back out to sea.
Wooden slatted revetments: helps dissipate force of the waves
Riprap: concrete blocks that absorb the power of the waves.
Off shore breakwaters and reefs
Gabion: rock filled metal mesh containers

Soft
Beach nourishment: where lost beach material (sand or shingle) is replaced by the Environment Agency
Cliff stabilisation: pipes are inserted to remove excess water and vegetation is planted to stabilise soil.
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Beach erosion at East Lane (2.5km north of Bawdsey Manor)



Pill boxes deposited on the beach after the land they were built on was washed away
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